We should also strive to obtain a thorough knowledge of physiological and morbid anatomy, so as to be able to diagnose correctly. "VVe should examine the disease as far as needful for our purpose, and extend our views as far as possible to every thing that has a connection with it. There are many advantages to be derived from it.
1. It will be the means of suggesting to our minds the true nature of the disease.
2. It will enable us to solve any difficulties which may present themselves in its treatment.
3. From our thorough knowledge of the disease, we will be better prepared to treat it according to the principles of our art.
This habit of conceiving clearly and diagnosing correctly, is not to be learned from any set of rules, though these will assist and place us on the right track ; but it is observation and practice which must form and establish this habit. ?We can then, of the constitution to discover latent inflammation or local irritation, and having found it, proceeds at once to remove it? knowing full well that the effects may be expected to subside, when the cause has been removed. The former is perfectly satisfied that pain and soreness in a sound tooth result from exostosis, and proceeds at once to extract it; while the latter, diligently seeking the cause, ascertains the pain to be sympathetic, and arising from a gravid state of the uterus. This habit is necessary at every step of our professional career. And not even in the simplest cases can we efficiently discharge our duties to our patient and ourselves without it. It is the very basis on which the practice of our art rests. The cultivation of it is raising our profession to the dignity of a noble art; the absence of it would reduce us to the position of charlatans.? Boston Med. and Surg. Jour.
